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The SPEECH 


of the Honourable 
PATRICK GORDON Ela; 


Lieutenant Governour of the Province of 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


And Counties of New-Caftle, Kent and Suſſex, upon 


Delaware. 


To the Repreſentatives of the Freemen of the ſaid Province of Penn- 
Jylvania, November 22d. 1726. 


Mr Speaker and Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſentatives. 


AVING fully declared to the laſt Aſſembly, what I take to be 
incumbent on me, in the Diſcharge of my Truſt. I ſhall now re- 
commend to you ſuch Matters relating to the Publick, as may be 
proper for your Conſideration. 

And in the firſt Place our Bills of Credit will claim your Regard: 

At your firſt Meeting in October, I acquainted you witha Letter, I had received but 

two Days before, from the Secretary to the Right Honourable the Lords Com- 

miſſioners for Trade and Plantations, on the Subject of our Paper-Currency, which 

1 now lay before you. By this Letter you will obſerve what Impreſſions the 

Conduct of ſome of theſe American Colonies had made on that Board, to the 

Diſadvantage of ſuch Bills: Yet notwithſtanding their Diſlike to them in general, 

They have expreſs d ſo much Tenderneſs for the People of this Province, who 

have now that Currency in their Hands, that we may, I hope, juſtly conclude 

the former Acts for eſtabliſhing it are happily out of Danger of a Repeal. But 
as the Act paſt laſt Year, for the re- emitting part of the ſame Bills out of the 

Loan-Office, may be thought to interfere with their Lordſhips Directions; it will 

require our ſerious Application, to find out proper Meaſures for ſecuring, this 

equally with the other Acts; which 'ris hoped may be ſucceſsfully effected, when 
their Londfiipe are duly apprized, that the Trade between Britain and this 

Province has been ſo far from Suffering, that it has been manifeſtly encreaſed ſince 

the Eſtabliſhment of that Currency here, and that more British Goods have been 

imported, more Ships Built in this Place for their Merchants, than had been for 
many Years before: But more eſpeciaſſy chat this Currency inſtead of ſinking in 

Value, which has been the great and chief Object ion to it in ſome other Colonics, 

now aCtualy riſes with ns, 5 at this Time at leſs than half the Diſcount, 

that, as I have been aſſured, it bore with Gold and Silver, but a few Months 


befors: 
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before my Arrival. When this is duly repreſented to their Lordſhips, I 7 
we ſhall have no Room to doubt, but ey will abate in their Opinions of the 
ill Conſequences of that Currency, eſpecia ly in this Colony : And therefore 
ſeeing Ten Thouſand Pounds of the Bills now in the People's Hands, ſubſiſt on 
the Foundation of the laſt Act, which was paſt before their Lordſhips Senti- 
ments were made known to us, we may hope for their Indulgence to that alſo. 
To obtain which I ſhall very heartily joyn with you Gentlemen, in whatever ſhall 
be reaſonably propoſed. 1 ; | 

I cannot but with great Pleaſure take Notice on this Occaſion, of the happy 
Proſpect that this Province now affords, of ſupplying, by the _ of it's 
Inhabitants, the want of thoſe natural Adyantages, that have attended divers of 
the American Colonies (in making Returns with their own Product direaly 
for Britain) which in all Probability muſt in due Time introduce real Wealth, 
and a Currency of Intrinſic Value amongſt us. Several Companies are already 
engaged in carrying on Iron Works. Hemp, from the Incouragement given, I am 
told, is raif:d in much greater Quantities ; But the firſt of theſe requiring a large 
Stock, and the other very fertile or enriched Land, which may diſabe poorer 
Familics from partaking of their Benefits, Providence ſeems now to have pointed 
out one Method more, for Imploying even the mean and weak, as well as others 
of both Sexes, to conſiderable Advantage, by raiſing ut; which (as I am 
credibly informed) is produced here, as fine and good, as moſt the World affords, 
and with as much Eafe : Theſe three are Commodities for which Britain pays 
dear to other Countries, and with which there can be no Danger of — 
ing the Market: therefore as nothing can be more acceptable to Britain, than to 
receive from it's own Colonies, what it purchaſes more diſadvantageouſly from 
Foreigners, nothing perhaps may better deſerve the Notice and Encouragement 
of the Legiſlature. — 4 L 

Theſe, Gentlemen, are the Heads I ſhall at porn mention: What further 
occurs may be ſent to you by Meſſages. I ſhall only here obſerve that from the 
Views I have yet had of this Province, it appears very plain, that we are, or 
may be, a very happy People; if we can but act worthy of thoſe Bleſſings, which 
' ſeem to have attended the pious and ſincere Intentions of the late Honourable 
' Proprietor, and thoſe ſober good People who have joyned their Endeayour's in 
the Settlement of this Colony. A grateful and humble Senſe of thoſe Mercies 
from the bountiful Hand of Divine Providence, under the mild Influence of a 
moſt benign and gracious Sovereign, and the favour of indulgent Proprietors, are 
the only Method: of ſecuring their Continuance. And a ſteddy Reſolution in 
you, Gentlemen, to advance the true and ſolid Intereſt of the Country, and 
Reputation of the Government, by eſtabliſhing Juſtice and Sobriety ; will be the 
| moſt effectual Means of diſappointing thoſe, who by fomenting vain and idle 
Jealouſies, might ſeek to diſturb our Repoſe. In all which, and whatever may 
tend to the Honour and Benefit of the Publick, you ſhall always: have my very 
ready Concurrence, —__ E | 


. 
| To the Honourable. 


PATRICE GoRDoON, Eſq; Lieutenant 
Governour of the Province of 


PENNSYLVANIA, & 


The Addreſs of the Houſe of Repreſentatives of the Freemen of the ſaid 
Province, in General Aſſembly met at Philadelphia, the 23d of 
November, 1626. In Anſwer to the Governours Specch of Teſterday. 


May it pleaſe the Governour ; . x 

E do thankfully acknowledge the Governours favourable Diſpoſition, 
towards promoting the Happineſs and Proſperity of this Province, 
by firſt laying before this Houſe, what ſeems to be Eſſentially Ne- 
ceſſary for that good End, and then promiſine Heartily to concur 
with us, in whatſoever can be reaſonably propoſed to Effect 


the ſame. 


We unanimouſly concur in Opinion with the Governoar, that conſidering the In- 
preſſions, which ſeem to have been made with the Lords Commiſſioners of Traae, 
concerning a Paper-Currency in the Plantations, it will require our ſerious Appli- 
cation to find out proper Meaſures for ſecuring their Lordſbips Favonr, in Support- 
ing the Ad paſvd laſt Tear, for re Emitting a part of our preſent Bulls, and in 
Order thereto, we have appointed a Committee to draw up an Humble Repreſen- 
tation from this Houſe, unto that Honourable Board. And as the Governour is 
pleaſed juſtly to obſerve, when their Lordbips come to be apprized, That the Trade be- 
tween Great-Britain and this Province, has been manifeſtly Increaſed ſince the 
Eſtabliſhment "of our Paper-Currency ; That there has been more Goods Imported, 
and more Ships Built in this Place for a Britiſh Account, than ever nas known at 
any Time before; But more eſpecially that this Currency, inſtead of ſinking, has actu- 
ally roſe conſiderably in it's Value, ſince the paſſing of the ſaid re-emittirg Act: We 
humbly Hope, and have no room to Doubt, but that their Loraſhips will abate in 
their Opinions of the ill conſequences of that Currency, eſpecially in this Colony, 


It is with great pleaſure, that we obſerve the Attention which the Qovernour has 
been pleaſed to give the Improvements, which may be made of the Produce of Iron, 
Hemp and Silk, in this Provence, and from the jaſtneſs of the Governour's Expreſſion, 
and way of thinking on thoſe Subjeits, with reſpect to Britain, We cannot but pro- 
miſe to our ſelves on all proper Occaſions, very happy Effects from the Governou?*s 
Influence and kind Aſſiſtance. We 
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We do in a Dutiſul manner acknowledge the Senſe, which all the People of this 
Province ought to have, and Conſtantly expreſs, of thoſe Bleſſmgs whith ſeem to 
have attended the pious and ſincere Intentions of the late Honourable Proprietor, and 
thoſe ſober good People, who jo yned their Endeavours with Him, in the Settlement 
of this Colony : And we hope that our humble 11 af ory never be wanting, 
10 ſecure a Continuance of thoſe Mercies from the Divine Hand of Providence, by a 
Conduct which may enable us to preſerve that reaſonable Share of Happineſs, we 
enjoy under the mild Influences of os moſt bemgn and gracious Sovereign King 

EORGE, and the indulgent Favours we hope ſtill to receive from the Honour- 
able Preprietor's Family. ny | -y 


We ver) heartily thank the Governour, for the Aſſurance he gives us to concur 
with this Houſe in promoting the true ſolid Intereſt and Reputation of this Province, 
and in Eſtablishing Juſtice and Sobriety, as the proper means to djſappomt thoſe 
who Shall appear to be Enemies to the Publick Repoſe and Tranquility: and in Re- 
turn we lay hold of this opportunity to aſſure the Governour, that d Shall be mind. 
ful of his Intereſt, by providing in due Time a Juſt and Honourable Support for 


bis Government. 
Signed by Order of the Houſe, this 
23d Day of ↄth Month, 1726. 


| David Lloyd Speaker. 
The Governour's Anſwer. — ene 


Gentlemen ; | 
Return You my hearty Thanks for this reſpectful Addreſs, and the Houſe 
7 be aſſured, that my Words and Actions ſhall always agree, and that I will 

at all 


imes uſe my own particular Intereſt for the Service of this Province. 


. 7 — ** mne 


Y Virtue of an Order of the General Aſſembly, I do appoint 
Andrew Bradford to Print this Speech and Addreſs, 25 


David Lloyd Speaker. 


1 


Philadelphia: Printed by Andrew Bradford Printen to the Province 
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